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Polkowski Brings Diverse Coaching Background to UWS Court
Andrew McGill
amcgill@uwsuper.edu

In his second year, Head Coach Greg 
Polkowski is leading the University of Wis-
consin-Superior (UWS) men’s basketball 
program toward greater accomplishments on 
and off the court.  

A Wisconsin native, Coach Polkowski grad-
uated from UWS in 2008 with a B.S. degree 
in physical education. As a student, Polkows-
ki played 58 games for the Yellowjackets, 
and he commented at that time, “I was able 
to be a part of so many positive experiences 
and create relationships with great people, 
who are still some of my closest friends.  We 
all have great pride that we were fortunate 
to represent UWS men’s basketball.” Hav-
ing been a student-athlete, Coach Polkowski 
brings insider knowledge and enthusiastic 
pride in the university. 

Having a diverse background of coaching 
experiences, Coach Polkowski first joined 
Coach Dave Buchanan as an assistant for 
the Yellowjackets in 2008-2009.  He then 
followed Coach Buchanan to Carroll Univer-
sity, where he was an assistant coach. While 
at Carroll, he helped the Pioneers reach the 
Midwest Conference Championship game.  
During this time, Coach Polkowski fur-
thered his education and received a Master’s 
Degree in Education. 

Subsequently, Coach Polkowski took the 
head coaching position at Waukesha High 
School in Waukesha, WI. Under Coach 
Polkowski, the North Stars won the 2015 
regional championship. 

Following those successes, Coach Polkowski 
joined Matt Siverling as assistant coach at 
UW-Eau Claire. As assistant coach, Polkows-

ki helped lead the Blugolds to one of the top 
teams in the nation from 2015-2017. 

Polkowski said, “My years at UW-Eau Claire 
greatly influenced me because Coach Siver-
ling was building his program.  He allowed 
me to work in every area to give a positive 
impact to the program. These experiences in 
player development, recruiting, fundraising, 
camps, game planning, and community rela-
tions prepared me to be a college head coach.  
Along with these experiences, I worked with 
great people who had a wealth of knowledge 
that I could learn from.” 

With such diverse coaching skills, Coach 
Polkowski hopes to lead the Yellowjackets to 
the same successes, plus even more, at UWS.    

During the 2017-2018 UWS basketball sea-
son, Polkowski was named the interim head 
coach.   In an interview with the Superior 
Telegram Polkowski describes, “the opportu-
nity to come back to UWS as the head men’s 
coach is something that I truly have only 
dreamed about.  Since completing my time 
as a student-athlete in 2008, I have always 
thought that the experiences I have encoun-
tered would prepare me to be the head UWS 
basketball coach, if I was ever fortunate 
enough to have the opportunity. Now, that 
it is a reality, and I am extremely grateful for 
this opportunity.” 

After leading the Yellowjackets to a 7-18 
record his first season, Polkowski was named 
the head men’s basketball coach. 

There are many plans for the future with 
Coach Polkowski explaining, “My goal is 
to build a program that will compete at the 

highest level along with representing UWS 
and the community in a positive light. It 
is imperative to our vision that we bring 
student-athletes to UWS that embody hard 
work, passion, positive energy, character and 
a desire to be great on and off the court. This 
vision will ultimately allow the men’s pro-
gram to achieve our goal of competing at the 
highest level possible.”  

Coach Polkowski has led the Yellowjackets to 
a 2-9 record thus far in the 2018-2019 season 
with plenty of games remaining. 

Additionally, the Yellowjacket team has vol-
unteered with several community organiza-
tions, as well as helping with UWS volunteer 
groups. Building character in his athletes is 
very important to Coach Polkowski, and he 
encourages dedication to academics, com-
munity volunteerism, as well as a full com-
mitment on the court.  
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Criminial Justice Student Association Provides Opportunities 
for Growth and Fun
Selina Walters
swalter5@uwsuper.edu

At first glance, the Criminal Justice Student 
Association (CJSA), seems like your basic, 
run of the mill student organization. But it is 
so much more than that. 

This student organization goes much further. 
Traveling nationwide, competing in compe-
titions, and being involved in the community 
is what this organization is all about. 

CJSA’s current president Erica Bauer became 
involved in the student organization after a 
case of “peer pressure.”  But since then she 
hasn’t regretted her decision.  

“I have stayed in the club for one main 
reason - I love what the club represents and 
encourages.”

Whether it be working with the local emer-
gency responders to develop an emergency 
situation plan, or just having events to help 
students de-stress with free food during 
finals week, the CJSA has it all.  

The organization also brings in numerous 
speakers throughout the year to speak with 
students, and answer any questions regard-
ing how they got to the point where they are, 
and what exactly their job entails. 

Another big aspect of the Criminal Justice 
Student Association, is competition. There 
are various competitions throughout the 
year. These competitions entail everything 
from crime scene investigations to gun 
shooting to knowledge competitions. 

The CJSA has been fairly successful earning 
many trophies and wins at regional com-
petitions and going as far as participating 

in national competitions. When the team 
isn’t traveling for their competitions, which 
may be as far away as Texas, they are getting 
involved with their community. 

Having local police officers come in and 
speak is an important aspect of the club. 
Because of these local ties, the cub has an 
outreach beyond the college itself. 

“Our organization is nationally recognized, 
so a lot of law enforcement, corrections, and 
legal agencies know us by name,” says Bauer. 

This leads to a solid form of networking, al-
lowing students in the CJSA to develop their 
résumé and getting the jobs they would like 
after graduating from school.  

While in school, the club provides oppor-
tunity to meet with other students, and get 
the support you may need to get through 
your years while in school. You may develop 
lifelong friendships along the way. 

When asked about the CJSA, Steve Steblay 

spoke about how important the organization 
he advises is.

“Like other UWS organizations, CJSA also 
builds relationships with fellow students 
from different cultures and environments to 
learn organizational and management skills, 
along with having a lot of fun in the process.”

This student organization is not like other 
student organizations in the regard of what 
they do, but they are like other student orga-
nizations in the aspect that you are gaining 
so much just while having fun in the process. 

You may think all you are doing is joining a 
student organization, really, you are gaining 
confidence, and meeting with people in your 
future profession — which can only be seen 
as an overall good thing as you go through 
school and look for a job post-graduation. 

So next time you think of the Criminal 
Justice Society and think you should join, 
remember how much you gain while having 
fun.  

UWS CJSA Students and Local Law Enforcement Participating in C.A.R.T 
Training in October of 2018.
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