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STUDENT FEATURES

What she lacks in 
personality, she 
makes up for in 
feistiness. No phrase 
better encapsulates 
senior Etta Sorenson. 
Majoring in commu-
nity health and exer-
cise health, Sorenson 
is a soccer player 
who loves sports 
and the outdoors. 
She spends a lot of 
time at her favorite 
place on campus, the 
Marcovich Wellness 
Center.

Looking towards 
her future, Sorenson 
said that “I want to 
get out of dodge and 
be a radiologist,” 
making it incredibly 
clear that she does 
not want to stay in 
Superior. Rather, 
Sorenson aims to 
make a life for herself 
somewhere else. 

Thinking of some-
where else, Soren-
son said that she if 
she could travel she 
would go to any-
where in Italy. Her 
taste in food is a 
bit more domestic, 
however, saying that 
her favorite food was 
cheeseburgers. When 
she wasn’t thinking 
about cheeseburgers 
or the future, Soren-
son identified one 
final favorite thing. 
Cats. “I. Freaking. 
Love. Cats.” 

Thankful for many 
things, Sorenson 
specifically identified 
her parents, health, 
and friends as three 
things that she was 
most thankful for. 

To say Kourtney 
Palmi loves basket-
ball doesn’t do Palmi 
justice. She cares 
about inspiring oth-
ers to love the game 
and the athletes she 
coaches. As a senior, 
Palmi is striving to 
be a positive role 
model while balanc-
ing school. She is 
majoring in Exercise 
Science and pursu-
ing three minors in 
Health, Coaching, 
and Sports Manage-
ment.

Her passion for bas-
ketball is shared with 
her family as well. 
Her younger brother 
plays high school 
basketball, on the 
team she volunteers 
to coach, and her 
father named 
her from 

the inspiration of 
basketball. “My Dad 
named me Kourtney 
hoping I would share 
the love for basketball 
he had,” Palmi said. 
“He wanted it to be 
special, so that’s why 
it’s spelled with a ‘K’.”

Kourtney’s family, 
friends, and players 
she coaches are some 
of the most impor-
tant people in her 
life.

Beyond what’s at 
home, Palmi wants 
to travel outside of 
the country. When 
asked where she’d like 
to visit, Plami didn’t 
hesitate to say Spain, 
for the “beautiful 
scenery and authen-
tic food.”

Shandon Sutherland 
is a senior at the 
University of Wis-
consin-Superior. He 
has hopes to become 
an athletic director 
for a high school or a 
college, so he is ma-
joring in the exercise 
program at UWS.

Sutherland spends 
most of his time on 
campus at the Mar-
chovich Wellness 
Center, where he 
manages intramu-
ral sports and par-
ticipates on teams. 
However, there are 
many other aspects 
to Sutherland’s 
life than work and 
school. Sutherland is 
all about “having a 
good time.” This can 

in-

clude anything from 
jamming to 80’s 
music, skiing during 
the frigid Midwest 
winters, or grilling 
on a warm summer 
evening.

Sutherland is also 
thankful to have his 
family and friends by 
his side, especially his 
canine companion, 
Shamrock. A small 
but mighty Yorkie 
dog, Shamrock has a 
big place in Suther-
land’s heart. Another 
important factor in 
Sutherland’s life is his 
indigenous roots to 
the Native American 
Ojibwe Tribe. Each 
summer, he attends 
the Mille Lacs Band 
Powwow with his 
family, Sutherland 
participating as a 
grass dancer.

Don’t bet against 
Madi Rupp. The ju-
nior at the University 
of Wisconsin-Superi-
or has a competitive 
edge as she enjoys 
playing recreational 
sports and table 
games. Rupp said, “I 
like [playing] Tenzi 
and Rummikub. I bet 
my roommate out 
of fifteen dollars in 
quarters one night.”

When she isn’t wear-
ing her poker face, 
Rupp is indulging in 
her biggest passions: 
art, crafting, and do 
it yourself projects. 
Rupp explained, “It 
seems to be the best 
way to spend my free 
time. I like home 

improve-
ments and 
painting.” Her pas-
sion extends past 
leisurely practice, 
and has evolved into 
a small profit by 
making jeweling, 
then 
selling it to shops. 
An entrepreneur in 
progress, Rupp wants 
to have her own 
business someday.

Rupp will be a 
formidable industri-
alist one day. Rupp 
is a friendly face to 
everyone on campus, 
until she pulls out 
the table games that 
is.

Student, 
concert fan, 

and savior of ani-
mals. Hailing from 
Washburn, Wiscon-
sin, Charlie Swanson 
is entering her fifth 
year at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-
Superior as a Writ-
ing major. Outside 
of school, Swanson 
spends her time 
traveling to rescue 
animals or attend 
concerts.

Swanson’s mission is 
to rescue dogs and 
cats. This entails 
long road trips and 
lots of dedication. 
One of her adven-
tures was a road 
trip to Texas where 

she took thirty dogs 
from overcrowded 
shelters and unsuit-
able living situations. 
Despite rescuing so 
many animals and 
taking them to better 
homes, Swanson’s 
regret is that she can’t 
adopt them all.

However, Swanson 
can enjoy the com-
pany of her therapy 
cat, Andy. They have 
a nightly routine of 
relaxing in bed, Andy 
laying on her chest 
or face, while they 
each unwind. Andy 
also plays a big role 
in Swanson’s dream 
as her muse to write 
children’s books.

A future comic book 
writer and current 
spaghetti enthusiast, 
Martin Schwanebeck 
began his junior year 
at the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior 
fall 2019. Schwane-
beck majors in Writ-
ing and Theatre. He is 
known by his class-
mates for his quick-
witted comebacks.

When he’s not at 
school, Schwanebeck 
enjoys writing fic-
tion, writing letters to 
prisoners, and listen-
ing to music. His 
two favorite bands to 
listen to are 
The Coup and Rage 
Against the Machine. 

Otherwise, Schwane-
beck can be found 
off campus at local 
protests, such as St. 
Luke’s recent nurse 
strike and another 
to help get riot gear 
for the Duluth Police 
Department.

When at home, 
Schwanebeck spends 
time with his family 
dogs. “We have an 
Australian Shepherd 
mix named Dinky-
Dee, [who] is the first 
dog who’s ever liked 
me. My mom recent-
ly got a puppy named 
Fritz.”
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