
The Sustainability Club 
always seems to always 
be implementing new 
ideas at the University 
of Wisconsin-Superior. 
They have completed 
several projects, includ-
ing: hosting sustainable 
workshops, making your 
own soap and bees wax, 
participating in informa-
tional tabling to educate 
others on sustainable 
shopping and transporta-
tion, putting recycling 
bins into all the resident 
halls, and participating in 
science fest. 

Club member Megan 
Holz said, “The main goal 
of the Sustainability Club 
is to make the campus 
more environmentally 
and sociably sustainable 
by working with and 
educating students, ad-
ministrators, faculty, and 
community members.” 

The Sustainability Club 
has several new, up-and-
coming projects in the 
making. Some are already 

in effect on campus. To 
promote the use of reus-
able cups and containers, 
each customer who uses 
their own container(s) 
at one of the food dis-
tributors on campus will 
receive a punch card. 
With the punch card, you 
will receive one punch for 
each time your reusable 
cup or container is used. 
At ten punches, custom-
ers can choose a free 
coffee of your choice or a 
free bamboo utensil set. 

If Sustainability Club has 
not already made its mark 
on campus, Earth week is 
where they will shine. 

During Earth week, the 
Sustainability Club will be 
setting up a free store. The 
free store will consist of 
sustainable donated items 
by people/organizations 
on campus. The items will 
be free to promote sus-
tainable shopping and the 
use of reusable products. 

Club members will also 
be working on organizing 
a nature hike for Earth 
week.

Their hope doing this is 
to reduce waste and help 
people recognize how 
much plastic and waste 
they go through every 
day. 

Megan Holz says, “Other 
campuses have also 
started doing what we 
have done here, which is 

very important consider-
ing the need for sustain-
ability that we have today. 
College is a time where 
people are learning and 
creating a new life for 
themselves and hope-
fully a time to change to a 
more sustainable lifestyle.”

In the future, the sustain-
ability club wants to be 
able to rent out reusable 
products to students on 
campus. When done 
using the product, you 
return it to one of the 
food distributors at UWS, 
such as Sono or The Brick 
Oven Grill, where they 
will be cleaned. This pro-
gram will make it easier 
for students to participate 
in the punch card initia-
tive by having easier ac-
cess to reusable products. 

If you are interested in 
working with Sustain-
ability Club, meetings are 
held every Tuesday from 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in 
YU 201.
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Ever wonder how some 
college students juggle 
full-time enrollment and 
long hours at work, then 
stil, somehow manage a 
social life? Online classes. 

Online learning, while 
it has its challenges, has 
been the solution to man-
aging my busy schedule 
for nearly three years.

I began working “full-
time” (35+ hours) when 
I was a senior in high 
school. I’d wake up, go to 
school, then work from 4 
p.m. until midnight, and 
then repeat the next day. 
Where was the time for 
homework? To social-
ize? On top of it all, I was 
squeezing in a few college 
courses as well. Of course, 

it did not take long for 
this to wear me out. 

I found myself wondering 
how I would ever manage 
the same schedule in col-
lege. I knew classes were 
more demanding than 
high school, and there are 
more bills that come with 
“leaving the nest.”

My first college semester 
was at the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
where I realized being 
at school full-time and 
working full-time was not 
realistic. At least not for 
me.

I walked a fine line be-
tween barely paying my 
bills and doing poorly in 
school. So, I left UWEC, 

came back home, and ap-
plied to Wisconsin Indi-
anhead Technical Col-
lege in Ashland. There, 
I learned I could get my 
degree almost completely 
online. Having never 
taken an online class be-
fore, I was not sure it was 
for me.

As it turns out, online was 
most certainly for me. It 
took about a month into 
the semester to figure out 
time management de-
termines how and when 
I “go to school.” I didn’t 
have to worry about 8 
a.m. classes, or squeezing 
an assignment in at lunch. 
I was able to have a flex-
ible schedule at work, not 
only nights and weekends, 
and aptly craft my school 

schedule around it. 

Assignments due at 11:59 
p.m. instead of the start 
of class, procrastination 
station (admit it, we all do 
it) was not the nightmare 
it sometimes turns out to 
be.

If you’re thinking, “Well 
yeah, but what about the 
college experience? What 
about living in residence 
halls and socializing with 
classmates?” I have two 
words for you: animals 
and communication. As 
far as I’m aware, animals 
are not allowed in res. 
halls, but they are allowed 
in (most) apartments! 
Also, I have never had a 
problem lacking active, 
effective communication 

with my online class-
mates, and I’ve still made 
friends along the way!

Presently, I am well into 
my first semester as an 
online student at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Su-
perior, but nearing three 
years as an online student. 
I have never been more 
financially stable, more 
on top of my school work 
and able to make time to 
see family and friends. 
Fortunately, UWS’s online 
program is smooth sailing 
with it’s awesome staff. 
Better than I ever imag-
ined. 

It is understandable that 
online learning may not 
be for everyone, so maybe 
you can try it, too!

Jim Paine, mayor of 
Superior and alumnus of 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior, visited the 
University of Wisconsin-
Superior on March 28, 
2019 for a forum hosted 
by the Political Science 
Association.

The forum was meant to 
clarify what happened 
during the Husky Refin-
ery incident one year ago. 
Mayor Paine opened with 
a short autobiography 
and explained his role as 

mayor. 

To open for questions, he 
made a wry remark that 
he gives the same speech 
to third graders who, he 
noted, are quite good at 
asking questions. 
The attendees quickly 
stepped up to the chal-
lenge to top third grad-
ers for questions. Mayor 
Paine responded to a 
question where incident 
reports might be avail-
able. He stated a myriad 
of agencies produce 

reports, but that most 
would be interested in the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency report. 

In response to what he 
would have handled dif-
ferently during the inci-
dent, Mayor Paine said he 
would have centralized 
the emergency response 
command quicker and 
shut down clashing 
evacuation orders that 
sparked confusion regard-
ing evacuation. 

Mayor Paine also spoke 
of the challenge to choos-
ing a safe location to send 
the children of Superior 
School District. Mayor 
Paine said, “We specifical-
ly rejected UWS because 
it was too close [to the 
refinery] and no building 
being structurally sound 
enough in the event of a 
major blast.” 

Later Mayor Paine also 
addressed the complex 
relationship that Superior 
has with the refinery. He 

pointed out that while 
fossil fuels are an envi-
ronmental liability the 
refinery and Enbridge 
are valuable sources for 
solidly waged jobs. 

Additionally, the special 
surcharge tax Superior 
collects for the oil flowing 
under the city has risen to 
$7 million in recent years. 
The tax also presents the 
city a unique option to 
expand green business 
and infrastructure with 
public funding.


