
ets to control the ball while they collapsed 
around their goal. Throughout the Rams 
didn't generate much in the way of offense, 
and their defensive stance was hard to defeat.

The Yellowjackets outshot North Central 
12-2 in the first half, but the match was 
scoreless at the break.

It stayed scoreless until the 51st minute when 
one of the seniors honored at halftime, El-
liot Chapman(Lancaster, England/Ripley St. 
Thomas), let a shot go from about 20 yards 
out that cleared North Central goalkeeper 
Gabe Hartwig to make it 1-0. Chapman's 
third of the year was assisted by another 
senior, Fernando Bicalho (Belo Horizonte, 
MG, Brazil/Kickapoo (Wis.)).

Exactly 10 minutes later Chapman made it a 
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Yellowjackets Blank Rams, Stay In Playoff Hunt
Yellowjacket Athletics

Yellowjackets 3, North Central 0

SUPERIOR, Wis.: Saturday marked the final 
home game of the regular season for the 
Yellowjacket women's soccer team. And on 
this crisp late October day, the Yellowjackets 
looked to send the 2018 senior class out in 
style and in the process sweep the season 
series from North Central. Another impor-
tant factor entering the day, the match was 
critical for the Yellowjackets if they wished to 
remain in the hunt for a berth in the Upper 
Midwest Athletic Conference playoffs.

The home team knew what it needed to do, 
and it did it from the opening kickoff.

The Yellowjackets dominated the Rams, 
scoring twice in the first half to cruise to a 
3-0 win at the N.B.C. Spartan Sports Com-
plex.
It was the second day in a row the Yellow-
jackets won a match 3-0, having defeated 
Rockford by the same score Friday on North 
Central's home pitch. This time around 
things were much more important, and the 
Yellowjackets came through. The victory 
keeps the Yellowjackets in the thick of the 
U.M.A.C. playoff picture, as they currently 

are tied for fifth place, but are on the outside 
looking in as Bethany Lutheran owns the 
tiebreaker.

The Yellowjackets opened the scoring early 
when Amanda Opalinski (Savage, Minn./
Burnsville), off a feed from Sarah Fjeran 
(Duluth, Minn./Marshall School), scored 
her third goal of the year in the 14th minute. 
Fjeran worked the ball to Opalinski in the 
left side of the box, and the freshman made 
no mistake, beating Rams' goalkeeper Ellie 
Tieszen.

A few minutes later it went to 2-0. Annah 
Schussman (Bemidji, Minn./Bemidji) started 
the play with a corner kick, and after the 
ball was played by Erin Schoborg (St. Cloud, 
Minn./Tech), Claire Smith (Hayward, Wis./
Hayward) pounced on the loose ball, driving 
home her second goal of the year in the 29th 
minute.

With less than 10 minutes elapsed in the 
second half North Central had a golden op-
portunity to get on the board and saw the 
Yellowjacket lead in half. A Superior foul 
was called in the box resulting in a penalty 
kick for the Rams, but Madison Gutekunst 

(Mound, Minn./Mound Westonka) read the 
play perfectly, and deflected the close-range 
kick away to her right to keep it 2-0.

Shortly after the huge Gutekunst save the 
Yellowjackets put the match out of reach. 
Smith and Schussman worked a beautiful 
give-and-go down the right side, and Schuss-
man finished the play with a blast from the 
right side of the box to make the final score 
3-0. Schussman's fifth goal of the year came 
in the 65th minute.

The Yellowjackets outshot the Rams 21-10 
for the match and held an edge of 14-4 in 
shots on goal. Smith and Liza Shelquist (Pine 
Island, Minn./Pine Island) each had four 
shots to lead the Yellowjackets.

Gutekunst earned her second shutout of the 
season, making four saves. Her record for 
the year now stands at 4-5-0.

Up Next: The Yellowjackets (6-10-1, 5-5-0 
U.M.A.C.) will look to make it three wins in 
a row when they travel to Northland College 
Wednesday. The match will get underway at 
3:30 p.m. in Ashland, Wisconsin.

Yellowjackets Top North Central, Clinch Share Of U.M.A.C. 
Championship
Yellowjacket Athletics

Yellowjackets 2, North Central 0

SUPERIOR, Wis.: Saturday afternoon the 
Yellowjackets had a chance to do something 
it hasn't done in the past - lock up a confer-
ence regular season championship. From the 
years in the W.I.A.C., to most recent his-
tory in the U.M.A.C., the Yellowjackets have 
never been the team hoisting the trophy for 
regular season supremacy.

They had a chance to change all that when 
they hosted North Central on a frigid Sat-
urday afternoon. It was Senior Day, to boot, 
meaning the Yellowjackets had a prime 
chance to send a group that has been so 
pivotal in elevating the Yellowjacket men's 
soccer program to powerhouse status.

It wasn't easy, but the Yellowjackets got the 
job done, scoring a pair of second half goals 
to defeat the Rams 2-0 and clinch a share of 
the 2018 U.M.A.C. Championship.

In the early going the field was tilted, as the 
Yellowjackets held a strong territorial ad-
vantage. That advantage was aided by North 
Central, which employed a strange tactic, 
one which saw them allow the Yellowjack-

Senior Day to remember, when he gave the 
Yellowjackets a little breathing room. Fol-
lowing a North Central foul, Chapman lined 
up for the free kick from about 20 yards 
away from the goal. He let the kick go and it 
bounced through the lines of players, and ev-
eryone just watched the ball bounce, possibly 
thinking it was going to go wide of the goal. 
Instead it took a hop and went past Hartwig 
to push the Yellowjacket lead to 2-0.

That would be all the scoring for the Yel-
lowjackets, and North Central didn't mount 
much of an attack the rest of the way.

Shots in the match favored the Yellowjackets 
at 19-3. Shots on goal were 12-2, also favor-
ing the Yellowjacktes.

Dalton VonKaenel (Eagan, Minn./Eagan 
H.S.) continued his stellar season, making 
two saves to get the shutout, his second of 
the season. His record now stands at 12-1-1 
for the year.

Up Next: The Yellowjackets (14-2-1, 9-0-1 
U.M.A.C.) will look to lock up the program's 
first-ever U.M.A.C. regular season title on 
the road Wednesday at Northland at 1:00.

Marya Zajchowski - Yellowjacket Athletics

Koski Leads The Way For Yellowjacket Men At Oshkosh
Yellowjacket Athletics

WINNECONNE, Wis.: It's one of the biggest 
meets of the year. The UW-Oshkosh Kollege 
Town Sports Invite in Winneconne, Wiscon-
sin hosted hundreds of teams and thousands 
of runners Saturday, as competitors looked 
to learn a little bit about the course that they 
would be competing on should they reach 
the 2018 N.C.A.A. Championships.

Then again, there's a good chance that no-
body learned a thing.

Consistent rains turned the eight-kilometer 
course into a swamp for Saturday's event, 
one that saw the Yellowjacket men's cross 
country team compete against 49 other 
teams with a total of 344 runners.

Perennial N.C.A.A. powerhouse North Cen-
tral College out of Chicago, Illinois was the 
men's champion, finishing the day with 41 
points. North Central runners occupied the 

top two spots. Dhruvil Patel was the men's 
champion, finishing the race with a time of 
25:03.5 and putting him ten seconds ahead 
of teammate Matthew Osmulski.

Leading the way for the Yellowjackets, as has 
been the case throughout the year, was Jor-
dan Koski (Park Falls, Wis./Chequamegon). 
The senior, who is among the favorites in the 
upcoming Upper Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence Championships, placed 110th with a 
time of 26:36.4. He was exactly a minute 
ahead of teammate Harrison Hirsch (Vad-
nais Heights, Minn./Mounds View), who 
had a time of 27:36.1. Not far behind Hirsch 
was Henry Seeb (Stillwater, Minn./Stillwater 
Area), who snuck just under the 28-minute 
mark with a time of 27:59.4.

As a team the Yellowjackets placed 40th with 
a total of 1,108 points.

Up Next: After a week off the Yellowjackets 
will compete in the 2018 U.M.A.C. Champi-
onships. The meet will be in Benson, Minne-
sota Saturday, October 27.

Yellowjacket Athletics


