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Janet Bewley Elected as Wisconsin State Senator for Four More 
Years
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As election season comes to a close, every-
one can finally plug their landlines back in 
and quit flipping through television channels 
in the hopeless attempt to avoid campaign 
advertisements. With that said, Wisconsin 
State Senator Janet Bewley has been re-elect-
ed for another four years of service within 
the 25th District and her work is just begin-
ning.

After winning the race against Republican 
challenger James Bolen, senator Janet Bewley 
stopped by UW-Superior to speak to a group 
of college students about how she works 
with the media while being a state senator 
of Wisconsin. “Some advice I would give to 
journalists is to end the conversation with 

the feeling that there is more to come,” stated 
Bewley. She continued to brush up on the 
idea of journalists constructing their stories 
in a way to pull the audience in and leaving 
them waiting and wanting more. 

On the flip side, Bewley, a Democrat could 
not be more excited to take on the role of 
state senator again and continue to lend a 
helping hand around the state. “I truly be-
lieve I have the opportunity to make people’s 
lives better,” said Bewley. She has always 
loved to solve problems, pulling things apart, 
understanding the complexities surrounding 
issues, and putting together a strong solution 
that best suits the district. 

Bewley defeated James Bolen on Novem-
ber 6th, 2018 with 39, 607 votes compared 
to 37,913 of Bolen’s votes. Through WPR’s 
25th senate debate which was held on Octo-
ber 26th, 2018 Bolen stated, “I think I have 
shown through my role in the Chamber 
the last 12 years the ability to bring people 
together for the common good and the 
common causes.” This was Bolen’s first year 
running for state senate after being involved 
within the Board of Directors for the Cable 
Area Chamber of Commerce for six years 
and eventually earning the title of the Cham-
ber’s Executive Director, a position that he 
has served for eleven years. 
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The schools in her area did not offer transla-
tors and she had to rely on note takers. 

These struggles often left Hagen feeling like 
an outsider; she mentioned how “hard it is 
to find a place between the deaf and hearing 
world.” 

Hagen is now a college student and finds that 
on top of her school work, she is constantly 
advocating for herself. Hearing people often 
expect deaf people to accommodate them, 
rather than the other way around. 

Hagen mentioned several stereotypes about 
deaf people such as the idea that deaf people 
can read lips, or if they have a cochlear im-
plant that the person can hear. 

Each deaf person is different, and the com-
munity is still fighting to find their place 
within a hearing world. 
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to receive them. This is a unique experience 
when you realize that for many families, 
these will be the main gifts they receive this 
year. 

Brianna McGrath, who is a member of 
the UWS basketball team, stated, “It really 
becomes an impactful experience when you 
realize that your actions are going to make a 
difference in another person’s Christmas.”
Towards the end of the week, the ‘Jackets 
hosted their “cause game.” During the game, 
the UWS women’s hockey team wore the 
school’s throwback colors, orange and black. 
These jerseys and other apparel were sold 
to raise money for the food bank. On Sun-
day, the final day of the Week of Giving, the 
student-athletes went to Bentleyville and 
volunteered for a variety of activities like 

working concessions stands and dressing up 
as Christmas characters.

Even if you are not a part of an organized 
event like this one, everybody is still able to 
make a difference this holiday season. From 
volunteering to donations to giving someone 

a hand, every contribution, big or small, does 
not go unnoticed and is just as important as 
the next. Superior is like so many other com-
munities that are in need, and doing our part 
this season is a huge part of positively build-
ing up our great community. 

CBS 3 Duluth Evening News co-anchor 
Kristen Vake returned to campus to share 
insights and information about news report-
ing and television and to take questions 
from students about television coverage and 
careers. Vake, a 2013 UW-Superior graduate, 
visited the COMM 203 News Gathering and 
Reporting class on December 5th. While at 
UWS, the Chisolm, Minnesota native won 
several WPR news writing awards while at 
KUWS Radio. Vake later went on to earn her 
Master’s Degree at Northwestern University 
in Chicago. 
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Some COMM 203 students stuck around for a picture. From left to right: Selina 
Walters, Phillip Wilken, Chang Sun, Kristen Vake, Joseph Schwarz, and Tom 
Hansen Photo by Brett Staupe
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UWS Athletes Mac Reykdal and John Pioro at Bentleyville


