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Men’s Soccer N.C.A.A. Tournament Run Ends with Loss to St. 
Thomas
Yellowjacket Athletics

UWS Senior Adrian Leal Marya Zajchowski

SAINT PAUL, Minn.: The University of St. 
Thomas men's soccer team scored 36 sec-
onds into its N.C.A.A. tournament second 
round match with UW-Superior and didn't 
look back, ending the Yellowjackets' season, 
5-0, at South Field Sunday.

The Tommies scored four of their goals in 
the first half and made it difficult for Supe-
rior to find a foothold in the match all day. 
The 'Jackets also played the final 13 minutes 
with 10 men, as James Bruce (Gladstone, 
Mich./Gladstone) was sent off for a red-card 
offense.

St. Thomas got things started when Lucas 
Horton converted a Walter Alvarado re-
bound for a 1-0 lead. Adrian Leal (Alicante, 
Spain/IES Cabo de la Huerta) had an op-
portunity at the 12:38 mark to pull the 
Yellowjackets even, right before St. Thomas 

extended its lead, but his shot was stopped 
by Tommies' goalkeeper Aiden Hogan.

Then, Halvor Houg got on the end of Jack 
Barry's long throw into the box and put it 
past Dalton VonKaenel (Eagan, Minn./Eagan 
H.S.) for a two-goal advantage in the 14th 
minute.

St. Thomas scored its final goals of the half 
within three minutes of each other. Jack 
Amey cleaned up a Scott Cloe shot to make 
it 3-0 in the 19th minute. VonKaenel got his 
hands on Cloe's initial shot, but Amey fol-
lowed it up for the rebound goal.

Houg then scored his second of the match 
on another rebound goal off of a shot by Josh 
Grzesiak with 20:25 remaining in the open-
ing period.

St. Thomas put the finishing touches on the 
match as Jacob Makela dribbled his way into 
the penalty area and found the left corner of 
the net, beating Ulrik Lager (Vollen, Nor-
way/Asker VGS), who played the second half 
in goal for the Yellowjackets.

VonKaenel made five saves in the losing ef-
fort while Lager had two for UWS. Hogan 
made five saves for the shutout victory.

St. Thomas outshot Superior, 14-9, but the 
'Jackets had the edge in corner kicks, 4-2.  
Leal, Blake Hanson (Superior, Wis./Superior) 
and Blake Perry (Anoka, Minn./Anoka) had 
two shots apiece to pace the UWS offense.

The Yellowjackets conclude arguably the best 
season in program history, a campaign that 
included U.M.A.C. regular-season and tour-
nament championships, at 19-3-1.

‘Jackets Earn Top 20 Finish Saturday at N.C.A.A. Regional
Yellowjacket Athletics
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WAVERLY, Iowa: The 2018 season has been 
another successful one for the Yellowjacket 
men's cross country team. Two weeks ago a 
third straight U.M.A.C. championship was 
secured for the program, and a half dozen of 
the team's individuals earned all-conference 
recognition. In addition Head Coach Glen 
Drexler took home his third U.M.A.C. 
Coach of the Year award in as many seasons.

Saturday provided the Yellowjackets, and 30 
other teams along with dozens of runners 
a final chance to qualify for the upcom-
ing N.C.A.A. Championships. The massive 
group would be competing on the same Wa-
verly, Iowa course many ran on in September 
as part of Wartburg's Dan Huston Invite. At 
that event the Yellowjackets brought home 
a solid eighth place finish. And Saturday the 
Yellowjackets showed that performance was 
no fluke, as they ended the day with another 
strong finish.

Collectively the Yellowjackets registered 450 
points, placing them 16th in the loaded field. 
The hosts from Wartburg were the team 
champion, finishing the day with 52 points. 
They edged out Carleton College of North-
field, Minnesota, who together amassed 88 
points. St. Thomas, St. Olaf, and Loras Col-
lege out of Dubuque, Iowa rounded out the 
top five.

As he's done throughout the season, Jordan 
Koski (Park Falls, Wis./Chequamegon) led 

the way for the Yellowjackets. Koski com-
pleted the eight-kilometer course with a time 
of 25:47.62, which was good for 36th place. 
The 'Jackets had another crack the top 100, 
as Harrison Hirsch(Vadnais Heights, Minn./
Mounds View) closed out another strong 
season with a 73rd place finish, crossing the 
line with a time of 26:32.22.

Senior Rand Bieri (Cloquet, Minn./Cloquet) 
finished the day with a time of 27:03.50. He 
finished less than a second ahead of Eddie 
Carlson(South St. Paul, Minn./South St. 
Paul), whose time was 27:04.41. Rounding 
out the five scoring positions for the Yellow-

jackets was Henry Seeb(Stillwater, Minn./
Stillwater Area), who came in with a time of 
27:39.51.

Carleton College had the two finishers in 
the race. Tris Dodge won the event with a 
time of 24:51.22, edging out teammate Lucas 
Mueller and his time of 24:54.93.


