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society. It explores the 
root causes of violence 
and the importance of in-
dividual actions that can 
foster a culture of peace 
on a personal, local, and 
global level.

Sam Moscatelli, a student 
at UWS, said, “[TTHS] is 
inspirational… Right now 
we have a lot of prob-
lems that get told to us 
again and again through 
the media, but with this 
exhibit, it talks about the 
problems at their roots… 
If we want to take out 
these problems, we have 
to…dig them straight out 
of the ground as opposed 
to just talking about the 
surface level problems.”

Danielle Fagen, UWS’s 
outreach program man-
ager for continuing edu-
cation, gave tours of the 
exhibit to students and 
faculty alike. Her hope for 
those that visit is to “leave 
with a sense they have the 
power to create a culture 
[and] the idea of hope—
that it is possible, that 
change always begins with 
us… The goal [is] to bring 
awareness to peace and 
humanistic principles.”

The exhibit is free and 
open to the public. To 
schedule a guided tour, 
contact Danielle Fagen. 
She can be contacted by 
phone at 715 394-8456 
or in person in Old Main 
room 102C.
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Lo-fi high-five review
Liam Strong
lstrong@uwsuper.edu

When winter comes, I like to walk down the road 
from my duplex and meditate on an empty beach 
looking out onto Lake Michigan. Though, usually 
I stay inside and put on ambient music, like Steve 

Hauschildt or William Basinski, and that invites the 
same atmosphere I would have had in the cold. My 
best friend and I would read each other poems or 

frantic stories we’d write after waking up from bizarre 
dreams, and sometimes we would put music to them. 

If we put on Madlib or Aphex Twin, all we would 
want to do is make our own music. With ambient, 

we’d just write.

This week’s record, “The Practice of Love,” by Norwe-
gian musician Jenny Hval, is an ethereal pop album 
threaded with vignettes of spoken word throughout 
each song. The title track is exactly this: spoken as if 
Hval were sitting down in a therapy session, discuss-
ing the meaning of the word “love,” and why she hates 
it. Despite the inflections of pop music and beats, the 
lyrical and atmospheric compositions coupled to-
gether beg for us to listen to the album multiple times. 
Perhaps it’s for that reason which makes “The Practice 
of Love” so invigorating with its meditative qualities. I 
want to use Jenny Hval’s music in place of my Waking 
Up meditation app, essentially. 

As I listen to ambient music, it’s hard not to think of 
the sky, let alone one of oblique contortions in the 
winter months. “The Practice of Love” wanders, and 
doesn’t know where it will land, like a feather falling 
from above, but with no birds in sight. Hearing the 
stark lyricism of Jenny Hval, even from her rocket-
tothesky days, nudges me to text my friend with a 
poem. I don’t know what it will be, and I don’t want 
to know. I don’t want to know what he thinks about it, 
but if he responds with song, then that will speak in 
place of words. For us, that’s sufficient enough. 

Jenny Hval
“The Practice of Love”

(2019)

The woman behind the 
camera responsible for 
capturing authentic mo-
ments on the University 
of Wisconsin-Superior’s 
campus is Elsa Robins 
(right). Her enjoyment of 
photography and public 
speaking drew her toward 
journalism while attend-
ing high school in River 
Falls, Wisconsin. Robins’s 
passion is not so much 
the content of the news, 
rather the ability to talk 
to people of different 
backgrounds and share 
the most “devastating or 
joyous moments of their 
life.” 

A 2013 graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Robins’s con-
nection to a Twin Cities 
reporter from WCCO, 
via her college intern-
ship, landed her a job in 
the news industry im-
mediately. “I didn’t even 
walk at graduation,” said 
Robins. “I packed up my 
stuff two weeks before 
my classes ended, moved 
[to Duluth], and started 
working at KBJR.” 

Over the next six years, 
Robins worked as a 
reporter and multimedia 
journalist for news sta-
tions in Duluth, Chicago, 
and Green Bay. After 
working at several news 
stations around the coun-
try, she returned to Du-
luth and became a news-
room manager for KBJR. 
She wanted to launch her 
career as a reporter and 

work her way up 
the ladder.

In November 
of 2015, Robins 
interviewed a 
Syrian refugee 
family about com-
ing to America 
and produced a 
video about their 
experience while 
freelancing for the 
United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees. “It was so mov-
ing and I felt really hon-
ored to meet these people 
and be a vessel to tell their 
stories,” said Robins. Over 
time, Robins began to 
consider starting a fam-
ily of her own and real-
ized the intense lifestyle 
of a reporter wasn’t what 
she wanted. After having 
“several intense experi-
ences,” she “looked at the 
job itself differently.”

According to the former 
reporter, “While I think 
I’ve gained thick skin 
from being in the indus-
try, it can kind of wear on 
you.”

In October of 2018, the 
UWS Marketing and 
Communications Depart-
ment welcomed Robins to 
their team as the univer-
sity’s relation specialist. 
While the position’s func-
tion is to write stories, 
“Elsa completes that 
puzzle in providing the 
visual aspects of content 
creation,” said Jordan Mi-
lan, the Director of Strate-

gic Communications and 
Special Assistant to the 
Chancellor. “The experi-
ence she has provides 
another set of eyes and 
ears to find stories.”

Similar to Robins’s past 
experience, there is not a 
“typical” day being UWS’s 
associate digital media 
specialist. A precedent 
for her position at UWS 
did not exist, but Robins’s 
background prepared 
her “to figure out a lot of 
things out on [her] own 
and work with what’s 
given.” Rarely is she found 
in her office because she 
is on location for photo 
shoots. 

Robins also manages the 
UWS YouTube chan-
nel, captions videos, and 
organizes digital content. 
Her projects bring the 
campus culture to life 
on UWS’s social media. 
Robins strives to better 
herself personally and 
professionally, so long 
as she can explore her 
surroundings and use her 
creativity.  

From reporter to media specialist
Rachel Prost
rprost@uwsuper.edu
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Photos from the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior

Friends and Family Weekend (Sept. 28)
& Jazz lunch (Oct. 2)

Britta Larson leads T-shirt 
tye-dying during Friends and 

Family Weekend
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Alison Garver and her son, 
Teddy, enjoy Friends and 

Family Weekend
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UWS Jazz Ensemble performs in the YU Atrium during lunch, 
conducted by Dr. Gregory Moore

Photo by Michael Michelizzi

Photo by Michael Michelizzi

UWS Superior Area Gamers 
Alliance (SAGA) is seeking a 

staff advisor.
Contact Brienna Lehrer at blehrer@uwsuper.edu


