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PR- 11/29-01 UW-Superior 
STUDENT RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT 

OF REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the Student Government As-
sociation recognizes that this resolution has 
no political motivations or aspirations, but 
rather as a human rights issue;

WHEREAS, refugees are forced to flee their 
country because they have a well-founded 
fear of persecution on account of race, reli-
gion, nationality, political opinion, or mem-
bership in a particular social group; 

WHEREAS, there are more refugees in the 
world today than at any time in recorded 
history, and half of the world’s refugees are 
children;

WHEREAS, refugees are fleeing armed con-
flict and persecution in Africa, the Middle 
East, Southeast Asia, Central America, and 
other regions;

WHEREAS, there is a continued lack of 
funding for humanitarian aid for host coun-
tries, and food rations and medical aid have 
been repeatedly cut for refugees;

WHEREAS, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) has determined that 1.4 
million refugees are in need of resettlement 
in 2019, but fewer than 75,000 resettlement 
places were available worldwide in 2017 and 
the number continues to shrink;

WHEREAS, refugees who need to be re-
settled include torture survivors, people with 
severe medical conditions, LGBTI individu-
als, and children alone – all of whom who 
cannot return home and cannot stay in their 
host country due to their extreme vulner-
ability;

WHEREAS, refugees in need of resettlement 
represent only .02 percent of the world’s 
population;

WHEREAS, we applaud the historic, bi-
partisan tradition of the United States in 
welcoming refugees, in keeping with our 
country’s values and commitments to human 
rights;

WHEREAS, the number of refugees allowed 
into the United States has been slashed to 
the lowest number in decades, at the very 
time that the refugee crisis merits a powerful 
international response;

WHEREAS, a refugee has no choice about 
where they are resettled;
 
WHEREAS, even if a refugee is condition-
ally offered resettlement in the United States, 
he or she must still be found admissible 
under U.S. immigration law;

WHEREAS, few refugees from Egypt, Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Mali, North Korea, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen are 
now permitted to resettle in the United 
States;

WHEREAS, the current presidential ad-
ministration has diverted resources from the 
resettlement program, for example assign-
ing only 30 refugee officers (when 100 more 
officers are available) to hold interviews with 
refugees awaiting resettlement for the rest of 
2018, even as 215,000 refugees await inter-
views;

WHEREAS, the security vetting process now 
takes over three years at a minimum due 
to diverted resources as well as even more 
security checks and onerous new biographi-
cal data collection that clog up the process 
without providing benefit; 

WHEREAS, refugees are the most vetted 
individuals to enter the United States, un-

dergoing security checks by multiple law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies, and 
are not permitted to travel to the U.S. until 
all security screenings have been successfully 
completed;

WHEREAS, the students of UW-Superior 
include individuals from all parts of the 
world who represent many cultures and cel-
ebrate diversity and welcome all people; 

WHEREAS, over 40 languages are spoken in 
our school and 40 countries are represented; 

WHEREAS, these diverse students have 
enriched UW-Superior through sports, aca-
demics, sciences, and arts; 

WHEREAS, the school community wel-
comes and benefits from students from 
around the world;

WHEREAS, Lutheran Social Services, the 
organizations responsible for resettling refu-
gees in this community, as well as numer-
ous other community groups and religious 
institutions, have declared their support for 
resettling refugees in Wisconsin;

WHEREAS, Lutheran Social Services have 
resettled exactly 404 refugees in primarily 
Milwaukee between Oct. 1, 17 to Sept. 30, 
18, from nine countries including Afghani-
stan, Burma, Republic of Congo, Eritrea, 
Honduras, Pakistan, Rwanda, Somalia, and 
Ukraine;

RESOLVED, the student body of UW-
Superior welcomes refugees and declares its 
support for the resettlement of refugees no 
matter their religion, race, nationality, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or country of 
origin, in Superior and calls upon other Wis-
consin communities to join them in support-
ing a stronger national effort to resettle the 
world’s most vulnerable refugees.
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Refugee. 

What comes to mind when this word is said? 
Usually something negative. 
Khalil (Haji) Dokhanchi, a political science 
professor, teaches his students what a refugee 
actually is and attempts to get the bad stigma 
away from the word. He cares so passionately 
about this that he holds an event upstairs in 
the YU every year that his POLS 175 class 
helps run to teach others who walk in.  

A refugee is someone who is forced to leave 
their home country because of war, fear of 
death, or natural disasters. 

On Wednesday November 14th, the Refugee 
Event took place from 9am-9pm. Anyone 
could walk in and the students would take 
you through the process of what a refugee 
would have to go through to be placed in 
a better country. Daniel Kearns, a student 
who has helped Haji the past 3 events he 
has thrown, says “When I walk the visitors 
through the exhibits they cannot believe all 
the things the refugees have to go through 
and think about. It is not always a guarantee 
that they will make it through alive or be 
sent to a country that will treat them decent.” 

When entering the exhibit, you are to pick 
only 7 items to bring with you off of a sheet. 
Next you roll a dice which gives you a sce-
nario, most scenarios do not allow you to 
move to the next step which is crossing the 
border. As you are crossing the border, if you 
step on bubble wrap that popped that means 
you were shot and need medical attention. 
Then the refugee lands in Turkey which does 

not label them as refugees so they can be 
kicked out whenever the Turkish govern-
ment wants. Refugees are then given the 
smallest amount of food and $29 on a card to 
spend over a month. If the refugee makes it 
to this point they have to cross the ocean to 
Greece which is not where they want to end 
up so they keep trying. The best place for the 
refugee to land is Germany. 

This is a very eye opening experience for 
people to be a part of. Haji said, “I have my 
students write a reflection before and after 
they learn about the refugees so they have a 
better understanding and educate others to 
change the stigma around refugees.”
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