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Desert is not the first ad-
jective associated with the 
Northland, but a recent 
forum held at Barker’s 
Island by the Wisconsin 
Humanities Council, co-
sponsored by UWS, dis-
cussed just that, or news 
deserts to be exact. News 
deserts to be exact.

A news desert is a region 
that is severely under-
served by local news 
agencies. Wisconsin’s 
Douglas and Bayfield 
counties are examples of 
this phenomenon, boast-
ing only a single paper for 
local coverage, fed pri-
marily by news agencies 
based in the neighboring 
state Minnesota. 
The forum had two 
panels. The first panel 
featured national and 
statewide scholars. The 
collected scholars had 
an expertise on the news 
desert phenomenon. They 
discussed topics such as 
nonprofit journalism and 
what readers are looking 
for in local news coverage.
 
In between the panels, 

a presenter discussed 
the results of surveys 
done in Douglas County. 
The surveys revealed a 
“troubling” tendency for 
citizens to get their news 
from word of mouth or 
Facebook. 

The second panel, a col-
lection of local media 
specialists, explored issues 
particular to Northwest-
ern Wisconsin. Much of 
the discussion focused 
on further exploring 
social media in relation 
to local newsgathering. 
For example, many news 
sources only post to social 
media, which can inhibit 
the accurate spread of in-
formation and journalists’ 
news resources.

The News Desert forum 
on March 27 is part of a 
larger project called Be-
yond the Headlines that 
addresses the news desert 
phenomenon across the 
state of Wisconsin.

(From left) Greg Grell, Erinn Whitaker, Andy Hall, and Jesse 
Holcomb

Photo by Jean Germano

the departments of Com-
municating Arts, Music, 
Visual Arts, English, and 
World Languages, Lit-
eratures, and Culture will 
elect two senators; and 
finally, the departments 
of Justice, Social Inquiry, 
and Human Behavior and 
Diversity will elect two 
senators. In addition to 
these senatorial positions, 
the student body will elect 
four at-large senators. 
Graduate students will 
elect one senator, and in-
coming students will elect 
two senators in fall 2019.

Originally set to run 
unopposed, incumbent 
Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) President 
Scott Holmes will not be 
running for re-election, 
as he will be graduating 
this May. In response, two 
students have announced 
their intention to replace 
Holmes as president: Su-
darshan Choudhury and 
Dalxa Mohamed. 

Choudhury is majoring 
in Business Management 
and minoring in Mathe-
matics. He is currently the 
Speaker of SGA and Chair 
of the Student Judicial 
Committee. 

Growing up in Mumbai, 
India, Choudhury be-
came the Head Boy of 
his secondary school, a 
position which is com-

monly given in schools 
throughout Britain and 
former Commonwealth 
countries. Tammy Fan-
ning originally encour-
aged Choudhury to join 
SGA as a senator upon 
his arrival at UWS. In 
addition to his previously 
stated campus positions, 
since joining SGA a year 
and a half ago, Choud-
hury became a Resident 
Assistant, Technology 
Helpdesk technician, and 
President of the World 
Student Association. 

As president, 
Choudhury 
(left) said he 
would focus 
on completing 

the work of incumbent 
Scott Holmes. “Finding 
out why on-campus stu-
dents pay so much for an 
online class and why on-
line students pay a lot for 
an on-campus class,” is a 
key point for Choudhury. 
Some of his other cam-
paigning points include 
WiFi access across all of 
campus, and a focus on 
sustainability.

Mohamed is majoring in 
Cell/Molecular Biology 
and minoring in Chem-
istry. He is currently a 
senator and the legislative 
liaison for SGA. Mo-
hamed believes that SGA 
is a powerful body that 
“protects and holds the 
administration account-
able for actions that are 

potentially detrimental 
for the students at UWS.” 
Mohamed also said SGA 
needs to be “distant but 
professional with the 
administration.” 

As president, 
Mohamed 
(left) said his 
goals focus on 
the Segregat-

ed University Fees Alloca-
tion Committee (SUFAC) 
and student organiza-
tions. One policy he seeks 
to implement would allow 
student organizations to 
trade money and mate-
rials when requests for 
additional or emergency 
funding are denied. Mo-
hamed also seeks to ap-
point a financial regulator 
to ensure organizations 
do not overspend their 
cap without the threat of a 
stiff penalty. 

In addition to reworking 
SUFAC, Mohamed said 
he would like to work 
with Chartwells to help 
student-athletes watch 
meal portions. Mohamed 
has more policy ideas in 
development, but could 
not elaborate at this time. 

When asked his thoughts 
on the election, incum-
bent President Scott 
Holmes said he hopes that 
UWS students will “fulfill 
their constitutional right 
and get out and vote!”
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Have you ever tried tater 
tots, noodles or apple-
wood smoked bacon on 
top of your pizza? 

A new pizza restaurant 
in Superior, called Top-
per’s Pizza, will offer these 
unique choices. Custom-
ers can choose between 
unique and traditional 
specialty pizzas, or create 
their own with their one 
million combinations of 
toppings! Toppers means 
toppings! 

Toppers Pizza is one 
of the fastest growing 
pizza chains in the United 
States. They began in 
Whitewater in 1991 and 
has quickly expanded 
throughout the Midwest, 
with over 84 stores. 

Toppers is known for 
their unique pizza, like 
their buffalo chicken mac 
‘n cheese, and awesome 
side items like their wings 
or famous extremely 
cheesy Topperstix. And 
unlike most places, Top-

pers is open early at 10:30 
a.m. until 3:00 a.m. every 
day! 
Topper’s is currently open 
at 1231 E. 9th Street, 
Duluth, Minn. Since its 
opening, Toppers Pizza 
has quickly become a 
Twin Ports favorite Jordan 
DeCaro, a Duluth native, 
expanded the chain by 
opening a second location 
on Tower Ave in Superior. 
The Grand Opening is 
April 15, 2019.

Topper’s Pizza is espe-
cially popular in college 
communities, particularly 
during their grand open-
ings. The First 50 indi-
viduals in line will receive 
free pizza for an entire 
YEAR. 

If you want to join the 
Toppers team, they are 
currently looking to hire 
15 insiders and 20 de-
livery drivers. For more 
information on Toppers 
Pizza job opportunities 
head to 
www.toppers.com.

Toppers in Superior Grand 
Opening
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First Native American 
astronaut visits UWS
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As part of the University 
of Wisconsin-Superior 
Speaker Series, the cam-
pus was fortunate to host 
astronaut and U.S. Navy 
Commander, John Her-
rington. Herrington, who 
goes by John now, always 
felt he was a good shade 
tree (amateur) mechanic. 
He worked on Volkswa-
gens in his father’s and 
grandfather’s garage, and 
knew he always wanted to 
“turn a wrench in space.”

Herrington is a member 
of the Chickasaw Nation 
and became the first Na-
tive American astronaut. 
He was part of a space 
shuttle mission in 2002 to 
install new radiators on 
the International Space 
Station. 

During his guest speak-
ing, Herrington also 
shared impressive pictures 
taken outside his station 
on space walks. 

(From left) Kat Werchouski, John Herrington, and Shawn Carr
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In our March issue, the 
Promethean recently 
made two editorial mis-
takes in our photographic 
coverage of the 22nd An-
nual Cultural Night.

First, Kurami Maeta was 
incorrectly identified as 
Kurumi Maeta.

Second, Akua Asiedu’s 
name was omitted in 
place of “??” which was 
due to an editorial error.

The Promethean staff 
apologizes for these 
mistakes, and we look to 
avoid them in the future.

Also, to see color cor-
rected photos, please 
reference 
uws-promethean.com


