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UWS Professor to Argue in Front of MN Supreme Court; Pre-
Law Society to Host Event
Selina Walters
swalter5@uwsuper.edu

happening October 31st in Swenson Hall 
Room 1056  at 8:30 am.

This is a great opportunity for students, as it 
is very rare to be able to witness one of your 
own teachers in action. President of the Pre-
Law Society, Bella Gigliotti stated: “It is very 
exciting to have a faculty member in our 
department participating in a state Supreme 
Court oral argument. Like any Supreme 
Court, not all cases are selected to be heard, 
because of this it is an amazing accomplish-
ment that everyone in the department is very 

proud of.” It will also be an opportunity for 
students to see how the Minnesota Supreme 
Court works, and how it gets into action. 

Speaking With Instructor LaCoursiere, he 
stated how excited he was to represent the 
city of Duluth and to argue its case in front 
of the Supreme Court. He said, “It’s a rare 
first time opportunity.” When asked about 
the event that Pre-Law Society is hosting he 
stated that, “It’s a phenomenal learning ex-
perience for everyone,” and that he is, “very 
honored that Pre-Law society has chosen to 
host this event.”

He also received tremendous support from 
students and faculty alike as he approaches 
the occasion. Many students seem to be very 
excited to see one of their own professors 
achieve this monumental step. They are also 
interested to see how he will fair in front of 
the strong criticism from the justices.

Anybody is welcome to attend the event, and 
the arguments will be livestreamed. The free 
breakfast will start at 8:30 am, and the argu-
ments will begin at 9:00 am. They will last 
around an hour.
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UW-Superior Hosts 
Dedication Cer-
emony for Medicine 
Wheel
UWS Marketing and Communications
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Following the ceremony, there was a free 
educational program presented by Wood-
land Sky Native American Dance Company 
in Thorpe Langley Auditorium located in 
Old Main.

“We created the Medicine Wheel – a sacred 
Native American symbol – not only to pay 
honor to the Ojibwe people, whose land 
UWS inhabits, but also to provide a cultural 
and educational gathering space for all,” 
said Kat Werchouski, assistant director for 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion and member 
of the project design team. “The project has 
brought together a variety of crucial voices 
and allies across the campus and is a perfect 
example of the university’s commitment to 
diversity and inclusion.”

Benches and educational signage have been 
placed around the Medicine Wheel and the 
existing Spirit Pole, which is adjacent to it, 
to create an inviting space for people to just 

sit and reflect, find healing and guidance, or 
practice traditional ways of prayer and offer-
ing.

Organized Chaos: Communication is Key
Joseph Schwartz
jschwa17@uwsuper.edu

From the void of chaos to a familiar sem-
blance of order, Battalion Chief Steve Ed-
wards came to talk to our News Gathering 
and Reporting class about his job as a fire-
fighter in Superior, Wisconsin.

Edwards has been a firefighter for Superior 
for 27 years, and in that time has seen mas-
sive changes in the way that his team and 
other fire departments across the country 
deal with situations such as an explosion, a 
bombing, a fire, etc. 

A large part of that change is the way that 
they communicate during a crisis. Edwards 
even split this change into two sections: pre 
9/11 and post 9/11. Pre 9/11, he said com-
munication between different departments 
was what he called “organized chaos. After 
9/11, all departments across the country 
adopted a command structure from the 
military, called the “incident management 

system”. It organized them into chiefs down 
to captains, then down to the firefighters, 
and no one person commands a team of 
more than three people. 

This improved system of communication 
also brought with it a broader discussion 
of the relationship between the media and 
departments, as Edwards pointed out, “Pre 
9/11, we didn’t deal with the media…the bat-
talion chief would give an interview, and that 
was about it. Post 9/11, we need someone 
in charge of giving out information at the 
scene, the Public Information Officer (PIO).” 

This introduction of a chain of command 
and the strengthened relations with the 
media allows for information to get out more 
quickly and reach more people at once, dras-
tically improving efficiency and effectiveness. 
As Edwards said, “Communication is key.”

1. Get lots of sleep, it helps with re-
membering the material. It also a necessity 
to study the content and maybe even think 
about finding study buddies. Mimi Larson
2. When in doubt, talk to your profes-
sors. It is also important to take healthy 
breaks because they redirect you and are 
important for destressing. John McCor-
mick
3. Get plenty of sleep, proper nutri-
tion, and have a good supply of caffeine. 
Research supports these are key. Eric Ed-
wards
4. It is important to prioritize sleep, 
sleep is important for memory retainment. 
It is also important to do whatever for 
stress reduction. Eleni Pinnow
5. Do anything that is well-being 
centered such as sleeping, eating, or some 
sort of physical activity. For online students 
it can be important to have a phone call or 
skype session to check in with professors. 
Another helpful tip is to review the syllabus 
and create checklists to help put the prog-
ress of the semester back into perspective. 
Jamie White-Farnham
6. Focus on thinking ahead and 
scheduling things. Take mental breaks at 
least every other day to help reset yourself. 
Just like a computer when turning it on 
and off, the same thing goes for students. 
Deborah Faul

The Professor’s 
Guide to Midterm 
Exams
Rachel Ellis
rellis2@uwsuper.edu

'Jacket Racket Soon!
UWS Student Involvement

Save the Date: November 9-13, 2018

Join us as we celebrate Yellowjacket Pride all 
weekend long! The annual 'Jacket Racket is 
bringing along some fun changes initiated by 
the student planning committee. This year 
we will be kicking off the festivities with a 
pep rally where we will have free BBQ and 
more!

What's better than free food? Free prizes, of 
course!

'Jacket Racket prizes will be given out each 
day of homecoming. To be entered, all you 
have to do is swipe your student I.D. when 
you arrive at the event and Student Involve-
ment will randomly select a winner(s)!

Volunteers are needed to assist on the stu-
dent planning committee or to help out 
with events during the weekend! If you are 
interested, please contact us at involvement@
uwsuper.edu.


