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The University of Wisconsin-Superior is 
filled with excellent faculty and staff. One 
such individual is Dr. Chad Vollrath, Assis-
tant Professor of Communicating Arts. 

When Vollrath graduated as an under-
graduate, he wasn’t sure what career path he 
wanted to pursue, so he joined the Ameri-
Corps in Colorado. Here, Vollrath worked 
with Spanish- speaking students and became 
their guide to communicating in English 
through reading and writing as he said, “I 
was working with third through fifth grad-
ers who were native Spanish speakers and 
couldn’t read very well.” 

This was the moment that helped him decide 
his career path in the academic field. Voll-
rath said, “I think the teaching bug grabbed 
me at that point which is what led me to ap-
plying to graduate school.” 

Vollrath explained it took him awhile to 
decide which academic subject he wanted to 
teach. He considered English as he said, “My 
original idea was to be a professor of Eng-
lish.” Because of this, Vollrath attended the 
University of Arizona and earned a Master’s 
in English.
 
But after taking a break from higher edu-
cation, he decided he wanted to return to 
college and study communication and “be a 
professor of communication instead.” 

So, when Vollrath was 30, he decided to 
continue his education and entered graduate 
school at the University of Iowa and earned 
his Doctor of Philosophy degree.   

Vollrath explained graduate school was a 
tough time in his life saying, “It’s a struggle 
to bounce around and not know what kind 
of job you’re going to have or if you’re going 
to get into school.”       

But Vollrath ended up being hired as a visit-

ing professor at Augustana College in Illi-
nois.

Vollrath enjoyed his career and the Midwest, 
so decided to accept a new position of asso-
ciate professor at UW-Superior, where he has 
taught for the last five years. Prior to living in 
Wisconsin, Vollrath lived in Iowa for seven 
years. He also lived in central Pennsylvania, 
Tucson, Arizona, and Colorado for a year. 
He grew up outside of Pittsburgh. 

 One of Vollrath’s colleagues is Dr. Martha 
Einerson, Professor of Communicating Arts. 
Einerson said Vollrath’s teaching distin-
guishes himself in the Communicating Arts 
department because, as she said, “I believe he 
is the most skilled, committed teacher in this 
department.”       

Einerson said a distinguishing feature of 
Vollrath’s academic career is he has acquired 
knowledge from multiple academic disci-
plines and practices what he teaches like “he 
is a true interdisciplinary scholar. While a lot 
of people claim that they are, Chad lives it, 
reads it, teaches it, and breathes it.”   

Vollrath also held numerous jobs before he 
even graduated as an undergraduate and 
accepted the position at UW-Superior, as he 
said his first job was a grocery bagger. He 
also worked in “a couple of factories, pizza 
delivery, and at a hotel doing conference set-
up.”    

Vollrath said he enjoys staying home but also 
likes to travel and that he “enjoys California, 
Colorado, Montreal, Canada, and the Red-
woods.”      

Vollrath also has a sibling who lives on an-
other continent, “one sister lives in Thailand 
but she’s moving to Bali” and he plans to 
visit her in Bali which he said will be his best 
vacation.        

For entertainment, Vollrath enjoys the sci-
ence fiction genre and that he’s, “still really 
drawn to science fiction movies and shows.”            

Einerson said some characteristics that 
distinguish Vollrath from others is he is ap-
proachable, personal, and is welcoming to 
everyone as he, “always has an open door 
and warm smile. He is one of the most fair-
minded human beings I have ever met and 
very non-judgmental.” 

Einerson said those qualities are unique, 
saying, “in the world we’re living in right 
now that’s kind of rare.” Einerson added that 
Vollrath “is a special human being.”      

Vollrath ended by emphasizing there’s always 
more we can learn about our world as “We’re 
all just trying to make sense of a really com-
plicated and chaotic world.”      

If you would like to take a class with Voll-
rath, some of the courses he teaches are 
communication inquiry, communication 
in conflict, persuasion, and special topics 
courses, which he added, “can be fun.”  You 
can contact Vollrath at cvollrat@uwsuper.
edu.      
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University of Wisconsin-Superior writing 
professor Julie Gard has both written and 
seen many things. She has not only taught at 
UW-Superior, but also spent time in college 
as a tutor on the Meskwaki Settlement in 
Tama, Iowa, served as an intern at a juvenile 
correctional facility, and was a teaching assis-
tant during graduate school at the University 
of Minnesota. Professor Gard has also done 
a writing residency at a center for homeless 
LGBTQ+ youth in Minneapolis, MN called 
Project Off Streets, taught and tutored in 
an orphanage in Russia, taught and worked 
with Chechnyan refugees, taught at Bismarck 
State College in Bismarck, ND, and taught 
at Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College 
in Superior, WI. These travel and teaching 
experiences have had a profound impact on 
her writing. Writing has been a part of Pro-
fessor Gard’s life since an early age.

“I have been writing since I could write,” 
says professor Gard, “I’ve been writing little 
books of poetry since I was six or seven years 
old.” She has primarily chosen poetry, partic-
ularly prose poetry, as her preferred writing 
genre. Professor Gard describes prose poetry 
as her favorite type of poetry because she 
likes the “concentrated form between poetry 
and prose” and having the opportunity to 
“create high impact and sustained narrative 
arc or theme.” 

Though she mostly writes in prose, Profes-
sor Gard reads all forms of poetry and draws 
creative influence from other poets and 

writers, such as George Eliot, Virginia Woolf, 
James Baldwin, and Holly Iglesias. Major ex-
periences in her life, such as traveling, losses, 
family, and politics in both the U.S. and on 
campus at UW-Superior have also influenced 
her writing. 

When asked to describe her typical writing 
process, professor Gard stated “Freewrit-
ing, drafting, and revising. I not only teach 
that process but use it myself.” Her writing 
process also includes journaling, writing off 
objects she’s found, and writing off one topic 
on a daily basis. 

For Professor Gard, writing a poem works 
better if she does not have any “preconcep-
tion,” and ideas or concepts for a poem can 

be created through simple visual objects or 
sources in the environment. She sometimes 
likes to write in a series of prose poems 
that all relate to each other and tell a differ-
ent part of the same story. This has allowed 
Professor Gard to also develop an interest 
in lyric essays and how they relate to prose 
poetry.

Professor Gard ended the discussion with 
some helpful creative and academic advice 
to writing students at UW-Superior. Some of 
her main advice is, “Don’t be afraid to write a 
really bad first draft,” and to “write regularly 
or establish a form of practice.” Writing regu-
larly does not have to be every single day but 
at a time that works best for the writer, and 
when they are able to use their creativity the 
most. 

Other advice she gave includes reading 
works from a writing genre that you want 
to become a part of, be it novels, poetry, 
prose, essays, or plays. Professor Gard’s most 
important piece of writing advice is to not, 
“be afraid to experiment in your writing.” If 
an individual wants to begin on the path of 
becoming a writer, all they need to do is pick 
up a pen and some paper and follow their 
imagination. 
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