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Cast photo back row from left to right: McKenzy Cich, Zahary Palmer, Savanah 
Kaufenberg, Tygen Lundgren. Front row: Annisa Peppersack, Camryn Mead Photo by Brett Staupe

I recently saw the play, Vanya and Sonia 
and Masha and Spike because I was invited 
by one of the cast members to attend. I was 
pleasantly pleased with the play; in fact, I 
enjoyed it so much that I saw it three times. 
Prior to this play, I hadn’t attended a play 
since I visited New York City and Boston. 
So, while I may have been reluctant to go see 
the show, put on in our very own Manion 
Theatre, it was only $5 for students, which 
is less than the cost of a good hamburger (at 
A&W), so it was certainly worth a few hours 
one evening to make someone else happy I 
went. 

The play is set up in what can only be de-
scribed as an upper middle class, and some-
what spoiled home of a brother and sister, 
living together after their elderly parents 
died. Many of us will deal with this, as our 
parents, who no longer take care of us, need 
to be taken care of by us, and conflicts will 
arise as a result.  

We start with Vanya, a middle-aged man 
played by Zachary Palmer.  Palmer gives 
an overwhelmingly convincing portrayal of 
what a middle-aged man is thinking as well 
as looks like, as he looks to the future and 
remembers his past.  

His 13-minute monologue may be alien to 
some of you, but it spoke to me greatly, fond-
ly remembering how phones once had to be 
spin dialed, that we used to lick stamps, and 
how life was simpler before texting. Indeed, 
I had to agree with him. I tip my hat to the 
make-up crew for Palmer’s looks, I honestly 
couldn’t tell he was just out of high school. 

Anissa Peppersack was the reason I went to 
see Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike.  
Were it not for her, I would not have seen 
this play, nor would I even be writing this 
article, and to some extent I wouldn’t have 
joined the Promethean. It’s amazing how one 
thing leads to another sometimes. 

Peppersack’s portrayal of Sonia is very emo-
tional.  Unlike her cheerful countenance that 
normally brightens the days of anyone who 
encounters her, her character is a complete 
180 degree turn from her normal persona. I 
identified with Sonia, just as I had identified 
with Vanya, and that is part of what makes a 
play so great. When you can find a character 
that you essentially cheer for and feel bad 

with, it makes anything more enjoyable to 
watch.  

Sonia was “daddy’s little artichoke” and had 
to take care of her ailing adopted parents, 
while they pined away for the love of their 
real daughter Masha. As Sonia, Peppersack 
takes that raw emotion of being adopted and 
being stuck at home with her brother and 
she uses it as she turns the whole audience 
into her only friends.

With so many cups thrown over the produc-
tion run of this play, it’s a wonder there’s any 
mugs left at UW-Superior.  

The play continues with the introduction of 
Masha.  Masha, played by Savanah Kaufen-
berg, is the sister I’m glad I do not have.  
She’s the one who got all the breaks in life, 
is adored by her parents that she never saw, 
and cannot understand why the spotlight 
isn’t shining on her face, at all times.  Her 
jealousy of everyone else around is clearly 
evident, as she dotes on her brother, and 
ignores her sister.  

Because Sonia has never been able to leave 
the house and fly out on her own, she lives 
in Masha’s shadow. Kaufenberg’s scenes with 
Spike, played by Tygen Lundgren, had an 
incredible air of sexuality, and it’s a wonder 
how Spike could pull off his striptease scene 
without a wardrobe malfunction.  Kaufen-
berg delivers the part of Masha to the au-

dience in such a way that you can feel her 
frustration with life, but you still want to see 
her fail.

Then we come to Spike.  Spike is every wom-
an’s dream. I think that if Spike were played 
by anyone else other than Tygen Lundgren it 
wouldn’t be Spike.  A young, brash, and care-
free young man, Spike is the guy you hope 
your fiancé never meets, and that you never 
have to compete against, especially as you get 
older.  Daring looks and a personality to go 
with it, Lundgren puts so much effort into 
Spike, I think they are one in the same.

A play is only as good as its actors, and this 
one delivers just that, and usually that’s the 
end of it.  However, the title of the play fails 
to mention two characters that pull every-
thing together.  

The inclusion of the housekeeper, played to a 
t by McKenzy Cich, pulls the family together 
in an off-beat and often humorous way, that 
gives the characters the foil they need to pull 
the story along.  Cich, who plays Cassandra 
the housemaid, is a real joy. Her beliefs in 
witchcraft, voodoo, clairvoyance, and pre-
monitions, is something to simply enjoy the 
humor of.  She’s not out there to convert you, 
nor is she there to corrupt little children, but 
simply move the story along, and she does 
just that.  The audience thoroughly enjoyed 
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Habitat for Humanity is a well-known non-
profit Christian organization that has been 
around for over 40 years. Their mission is to 
ensure that everyone has a simple, safe home 
to live in. The organization partners with 
future and current homeowners to build 
affordable housing for low income families. 
In the 40 years Habitat has been around, it 
has built homes for more than one million 
families. 

One thing that many people might not know 
about Habitat for Humanity is that families 
are not given houses. “The most common 
misconception about Habitat is that the 
houses are given away," Madeline Kvale, 
volunteer coordinator with Western Lake 
Superior Habitat for Humanity said. 

Habitat homeowners make a monthly 
mortgage payment to Habitat. Homeowners 
don't pay interest on their mortgages and the 
payments are priced affordably, relative to a 

family's income. In addition to a mortgage 
payment, Habitat homeowners pay for their 
home by investing what Habitat calls "sweat 
equity" into the home. In order to qualify 
for a Habitat home, you have to commit to 
serving approximately 300 hours on the job 
site, building your very own house alongside 
a team of volunteers, Habitat employees, and 
contractors.

Today, the Western Lake Superior Habitat for 
Humanity have homes being built in both 
Superior, Wisconsin and Duluth, Minnesota. 
Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity 
has been growing and increasing their capac-
ity to build even more homes and add new 
programs to help the community.
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