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As an American student, I had 
not heard of the University 
of Wisconsin - Superior until 
I researched transfer schools 
with a social work program. 
UWS is a small campus located 
in the middle of the town of 
Superior, a small town tucked 
away on the border between 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
There is access to many trails, 
places to kayak, and it’s close 
to Duluth which offers many 
things to do itself.

As someone who had lived 
in a larger city for quite some 
time, the transition to Supe-
rior seemed like a challenge 
to adapt to; however, I quickly 
came to realize that Superior 
and UWS are hidden gems. 

During my first semester 
at UWS, I was surprised by 
the amount of international 
students and became curious 
about who they are and where 
they come from. Many stu-
dents live in and are from the 
area, but the campus also has 

a large number of international 
students from around the world. 
I set out to discover what attracts 
international students to UWS and 
what keeps them coming back.

I interviewed Sudarshan Choud-
hury, a sophomore from India, 
who is studying computer sci-
ence. Initially, he was looking for 
a school in the U.S that was inter-
nationally friendly and offered his 
major. Choudhury said that the 
first step he took was to contact a 
company that took what he was 
looking for in a school and they 
presented a list of five schools for 
him to choose. 

One of the main reasons he said 
he chose UWS is because of the 
number of international students 
already enrolled and because they 
offered more scholarships than the 
other schools. His first semester 
adapting to life in the U.S and as 
a college student was challenging. 
At the end of his first year he had 
to make a choice between transfer-
ring or returning to UWS. One of 
the main reasons that keeps him 
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Grand Opening of Pruitt Center 
for Mindfulness and Well-Being 
Celebrated
UWS Marketing and Communications

The University of Wisconsin-
Superior celebrated the grand 
opening of the Pruitt Center 
for Mindfulness and Well-
Being on Aug. 27, in Swenson 
Hall Room 3117.

“First and foremost it shows 
the commitment that UW-
Superior has made to promot-
ing and advancing mindfulness 
and well-being,” said Randy 
Barker, Interim Director of 
Mindfulness and Well-Being 
at UW-Superior. “The Pruitt 
Center will be a community 
where individuals can learn, 
experience and reflect on ways 
of enhancing their personal 
and professional well-being 
to live their lives with greater 

meaning and purpose.”

Made possible through a gener-
ous gift and support by Becky 
and Doug Pruitt, the mission 
of the center is to promote and 
enhance the science and practice 
of mindfulness and well-being 
for students, faculty, staff, and 
surrounding communities.

“The Pruitt’s generosity and 
commitment to the university, 
education, and well-being is 
inspiring. The Pruitt Center will 
position us to continue our mis-
sion of outreach and impact on 
our community in a unique and 
meaningful way,” said Chancellor 
Renée Wachter.
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UWS Alumni Association

UWS Begins 125th Year Celebration with 
All-Class Reunion
Michael Michelizzi
mmichel1@uwsuper.edu

The Superior Normal School was founded 
in 1893 to train teachers. That school is what 
we, 125 years later, now know as the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin – Superior. From an initial 
graduating class of 12 in 1897, the school 
now currently boasts a student population of 
over 2,500. 

In order to celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of the University, the UWS Alumni Associa-
tion has planned a host of activities through-
out the school year. To kick off these events, 
an all-class reunion has been planned for 
the weekend of Thursday September 27th 

through Sunday the 30th. Many events are 
planned for the reunion, and a full schedule 
can be found on page three.

Some of the major events of the reunion in-
clude share your UW-Superior Story, where 
alumni can tell a personal story on air at 
KUWS, the Superior Pub Crawl, and the fifth 
annual Running for Our Heroes 5K.

Also taking place during the reunion week-
end is a special reunion being planned for 
alumni who participated in the music de-
partments. Alumni are able to register to 

UW-Superior 
Ranked Top Public 
School by U.S. News 
& World Report
UWS Marketing and Communications

The University of Wisconsin-Superior has 
been named the Top Public School among 
Regional Colleges Midwest by U.S. News & 
World Report.

“We are pleased with the rankings and the 
recognition for our outstanding academic 
programs, dedicated faculty and individual-
ized attention to our students,” said UW-
Superior Chancellor Renée Wachter.

U.S. News & World Report also ranked 
UW-Superior fifth among Best Colleges for 
Veterans and 35 among Best Value Schools 
and Regional Colleges Midwest rankings.

For the Top Public School distinctions, 
schools were ranked on outcomes, social 
mobility, graduation and retention rates, 
graduation rate performance, faculty re-
sources, expert opinion, financial resources, 
student excellence and alumni giving.

UW-Superior was also among the 2018 Best 
Online Bachelor’s Programs by U.S. News & 
World Report.
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