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On Tuesday, October 31st, 2017 the commu-
nity of the University of Wisconsin-Superior 
was jarred by the news that twenty-five 
programs, ranging from minors to gradu-
ate studies, were to be suspended effective 
immediately. One year later, and our campus 
community has still not forgotten. This No-
vember issue of The Promethean is dedicated 
to the students, staff, and faculty who were 
directly impacted by the ripple effect caused 
by the decisions to suspend these programs.

One year later, and nothing has changed. The 
twenty-five programs remain suspended. 
A brief, one week period was granted to 
students as a final opportunity to enroll in 
the programs a week after the decision was 
made. Other than that minor change, there 
has been no indication of a reversal of the 
decision.

On May 14th, 2018, a survey was sent out 
from the Student Government Association 
(SGA) to students only in regards to their 
thoughts on the decision. SGA president 
Scott Holmes elected to share the survey 
results with The Promethean and sat down 
for a brief interview regarding them.

When asked why the survey took until May 
to release when the suspensions were an-
nounced in October, Holmes said, “[The 
survey] kind of got bogged down…we were 
all ready to vote on it and get it approved. 
This was before break in early December. 
The next thing you know it was May when it 
got out.” Holmes added, “I brought it up at 
literally every meeting. You can go back and 
look at the minutes. It wasn’t until I actually 
became elected president (in late April) that 
I was able to do it.” Holmes said his biggest 
frustration was how long the process took. 
“I really don’t know. I was getting a little 
perturbed by it, but I just kept following the 
protocol and wanted to get it done. Christ-
mas break was too long, it wasn’t fresh.”

The survey was short, only six questions, but 
the depth of the answers provided is telling 

of the state of the university.

In response to a question on students’ 
opinion of what handled with the program 
suspensions, 84.93% of students responded 
that they either disagreed with the process, 
disagreed with the decision, or both. The 
remaining 15.07% of students voiced no 
concerns.

90.75% of students said that decision such as 
this, which affect the whole campus, should 
include more staff, student, and faculty 
input. 

In regards to what the administration’s next 
steps should be, 37.37% of students felt that 
the decision should be reversed and input 
should be taken. 46.71% of students felt that 
the administration should issue an apology 
for their handling of the situation and recon-
sider reinstatement of majors that were not 
on probation or within 25% of enrollment 
standards that this decision was based on. 
The remaining 15.92% of students said that 
nothing further should be done.

70.2% of the students surveyed were up-
perclassmen, with 10.27% of those being 
graduate students. Over 68% of all students 
surveyed were on-campus students and over 
92% were full-time students. Over 290 stu-
dents in total participated in the survey.

The final piece of the survey was an oppor-
tunity for students to voice their opinions on 
what should be done heading into the future. 
The following are several anonymous quotes 

taken from the student survey.

“I am both on- and off-campus. I vacillate 
between part- and full-time depending on the 
semester. As the collegiate experience changes 
for everyone, a broader availability of pro-
grams benefit each student making specific 
decisions. I want to UWS to flourish, too! I 
understand the pressures and compromises 
that exist in keeping UWS alive and avail-
able for future students. So I appreciate how 
difficult and thoughtful the assessment (and 
subsequent cuts) can be/were. I am a non-
traditional student who crosses categorical 
‘borders.’ Knowing and recognizing that many 
others also transgress these categories would 
be a start. So more in-depth and varied sur-
veys than this may be of service to everyone.”

“This decision will most likely impact enroll-
ment in the future; I’m a transfer to UWS, 
and I came here because it had so many 
incredible options, but now that is dwindling. 
Having these options continue to be open will 
grab some high school student’s attention. I 
think it would benefit to have those majors 
back on the list more than it would harm.”

“Although the decisions didn't affect me di-
rectly, I felt it was ridiculous in the way that 
the matter was handled. I felt that this should 
have been announced a few years back so we 
could prepare for an answer rather than have 
it be thrown on us.”

“If it's a money decision, say that. If it's a 
numbers decision, use the correct numbers 
and stay constant with your criteria.”
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Alex Trewatha is a UWS senior pursuing his 
bachelor’s degree in art therapy—a degree 
that often requires students to pursue a 
master’s directly out of undergrad. However, 
October 31st, 2017 set in motion a series of 
events that would forever change the course 
of Alex’s life. Prior to the suspensions, UWS 
was in his top three universities to pursue 
his masters. Although he had not made a 
decision, he had hopes of potentially finish-
ing his education at UWS—it was one of the 
reasons he chose to come to Superior.

Originally, Alex described his reaction as 
being taken aback and confused regarding 
the administration’s decision. Looking back 

upon that time, he has come to understand 
the reasons why the suspensions were made. 
Upon further research, he realized that with-
out accreditation from the American Art 
Therapy Association, UWS graduates would 
have a tough time becoming a registered 
art therapist. He stated that the “last year 
has been challenging in terms of thinking 
more of what he wanted—especially what he 
wanted to do with art therapy.” His position 
as a hall manager has led him to consider a 
master’s in student affairs. 

While it is still up in the air as to whether 
the master’s program will be brought back, 
Alex hopes that professors will consider 

incorporating some of the master’s courses 
into the undergraduate program and require 
students to complete an internship prior to 
graduation. He hopes that, “in the future the 
undergraduate program will expand and find 
ways to better prepare students for graduate 
school.” 

Overall for Alex Trewatha, the suspensions 
did not negatively affect him as much as they 
did other students. In the end, he is grate-
ful that he was able to find the right path in 
student affairs and is looking towards his 
future. “It was frustrating with the lack of 
communication and the initial shock, but 
I’ve come to understand the decision and feel 
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